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of Indian affairs, and increasingly so. Psychologically, it is
like a habit-forming drug which, so long as it is administered,
is needed in ever-increasing doses.
The Hindu Mahasabha, a communalist and reactionary
Hindu organization, flourished in these and the following
few years. It made much communalist capital out of the
Moplah uprising. In 1924 there was a crop of communal
riots, and Hindu-Muslim relations were alarmingly strained.
Gandhi fasted, and the Unity Conference met, but prac-
tically nothing was achieved. The delegates to the Con-
ference were recognized leaders of their communities, but
they had neither real authority over the groups that they
represented, nor control over the conditions that were pro-
ducing the antagonisms. Nor did their religious approach
to the problems admit much solution.
In 1928 the constitutional aspect of communalism was
approached again by the Congress, when the moderates'
Nehru Report was issued. The Lucknow Pact of twelve
years before, part of the nationalist communal alliance, had
presumably lapsed. Nothing definite was done about the
new Report, however : it was a purely interim offer to the
British. The Nationalist Muslim leaders accepted its com-
munal provisions. The communalist Muslims were fritter-
ing away their energies in petty disunion. One group of
them was ready to accept the Report with certain amend-
ments ; but the amendments were refused by the Congress.
The next year the main groups, after this rebuff, united, to
draw up ' Fourteen Points * of their own as an alternative
to the communal provisions of the Nehru Report. At the
time, however, this was not very important, for the com-
munalists who made the proposal, even when temporarily
united, were more famous than representative, and com-
manded little support. They had virtually no following
outside the middle classes, nor was their leadership un-
questioned even within them. But the issue has since been
raised to monumental significance.
The bickerings and sullen emotion of those years,* how-
ever, gave way in 1930, when the Civil Disobedience move-